
Geography – Year 1 – Summer – What is it like to live in Shanghai? 

 Previous 
Learning / sticky 

knowledge 
 

• Know the name of the town and country that they live in. 

• Be able to find England on the World Map. 

• Can compare England to another country. 

• Know what a map is and what a map is used for. 

• Able to discuss features of the local park. 

• Know the four seasons and be able to explain what the current season is. 

• Be able to discuss the weather and seasonal changes. 
• Know what an aerial view map is. 
• Know what symbols on a map are used for. 
• Be able to draw and label their own map. 

• Be able to use directional language to describe features on a map. 

• Recognise basic human and physical features in their local area 

• Recognise basic human and physical features on a map. 

• Know the 4 countries that make up the UK. 

• Know the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

• Be able to discuss seasonal and weather changes across the UK. 

• Begin to recognise and use the compass points. 
 

 Curiosity 
questions 

Substantive knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Wk 
1 

What can we see 
in our local area? 
 
 
 
LI: To recognise 
physical and 
human features. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To know that physical features means any feature of an 
area that is on the Earth naturally. 

• To know that human features means any feature of an 
area that was made or built by humans. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Recognising some physical features in their 
locality. 

• Recognising some human features in their 
locality. 

• Commenting on the features they see in their 
school and school grounds on a walk around 
the respective places. 

• Drawing some of the features they notice in 
their school and school grounds in correct 
relation to each other on a sketch map. 

 

Directional 
language 
Human feature 
Physical feature 
Harbour 



 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week:  
Last term: Can you label the four countries of the UK? 
Last year: Tick the animals that live under the sea 

Wk 
2 

Can we map our 
local area? 
 
 
LI: To draw a 
sketch map. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To know that physical features means any feature of an area 
that is on the Earth naturally. 

• To know that human features means any feature of an area 
that was made or built by humans. 

 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Recognising some physical features in their 
locality. 

• Recognising some human features in their 
locality. 

• Recognising local landmarks on aerial 
photographs . 

• Recognising basic human features on aerial 
photographs. 

• Recognising basic physical features on aerial 
photographs. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

• Beginning to use the compass points (N, S, E, 
W) to describe the location of features on a 
map. 

• Using directional language to describe features 
on a map in relation to other features (real or 
imaginary). 

• Drawing some of the features they notice in 
their school and school grounds in correct 
relation to each other on a sketch map. 

• Drawing freehand maps (of real or imaginary 
places) using simple pictures or symbols. 

• Drawing a simple sketch map of the school and 
local area using simple pictures, colours or 
symbols to represent features. 

• Adding labels to sketch maps. 

 

City  
Map 
Human feature 
Physical feature 
Town 
Compass 
Key 
North 
Symbol 
Village 
 



 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: Tick the pictures that show physical features. 
Last term: Can you label the pictures of the four seasons? 
Last year: Draw or write a list of 3 different sea animals. 

Wk 
3 

Where in the 
world is China? 
 
 
 
LI: To name and 
locate some 
continents on a 
world map. 

Locational Knowledge 

• To know that a continent is a group of countries. 

• To know that they live in the continent of Europe. 

• To know the name of the two continents (Europe and Asia). 

 

Locational Knowledge 

• Locating two of the world’s seven continents 
on a world map. 

• Showing on a map which continent they live in. 

• Using an atlas to locate the UK. 

• Using a world map and globe to locate two of 
the world’s seven continents (Europe and 
Asia). 

 

Atlas 
Country 
Map 
Continent 
Land 
Ocean 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: Draw and label a picture of a human feature in our local area. 
Last term: What is the missing compass direction?  North   East   ___   ___ 
Last year: How can we stop the sea from being polluted? 

Wk 
4 

What can you 
see in China? 
 
 
 
LI:  To identify 
physical and 
human features 
of a non-
European 
country. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To know that physical features means any feature of an area 
that is on the Earth naturally. 

• To know that human features means any feature of an area 
that was made or built by humans. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world is often different to 
ours. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world often has similarities 
to ours. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Naming some key similarities between their 
local area and a small area of a contrasting 
non-European country. 

• Naming some key differences between their 
local area and a small area of a contrasting 
non-European country. 

City 
Country 
Town 
Village 
Human feature 
Physical feature 
Continent 
Desert 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: Which Continent do we live in? 
Last term: Can you label the weather symbols? 

Last year: Tick the pictures that show a healthy ocean. 



 

Wk 
5 

What is Shanghai 
like? 
 
 
 
LI: To describe 
what it is like in 
Shanghai. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To know the name of the two continents (Europe and Asia). 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world is often different to 
ours. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world often has similarities 
to ours. 

• To know that physical features means any feature of an area 
that is on the Earth naturally. 

• To know that human features means any feature of an area 
that was made or built by humans. 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Locating two of the world’s seven continents 
on a world map. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world is 
often different to ours. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world often 
has similarities to ours. 

 

City 
Metro 
Port 
Transport 
Skyscraper 
Weather 
Human feature 
Physical feature 
 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: (Show picture of Great Wall of China) Is this a human or physical feature? 
Last term: What is the weather like in London today? (Show BBC weather) 
Last year: Tick the pictures that show an unhealthy ocean. 

Wk 
6 

How is Shanghai 
different from 
our local area? 
 
 
 
LI: To compare 
Shanghai to a 
small area of the 
UK. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• To know the name of the two continents (Europe and Asia). 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world is often different to 
ours. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world often has similarities 
to ours. 

• To know that physical features means any feature of an area 
that is on the Earth naturally. 

• To know that human features means any feature of an area 
that was made or built by humans. 

Human and Physical Geography 

• Locating two of the world’s seven continents 
on a world map. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world is 
often different to ours. 

• To know that life elsewhere in the world often 
has similarities to ours. 

 

City 
Human feature 
Physical feature 
Similar 
Different 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: What country is Shanghai in? 
Last term:   Draw a picture of what clothing you would wear for the weather today. 
Last year: Can you write a fact about a shark? 

 WOW 
Experience Days 

•  Walk around local area to recognise human and physical features.  


