
DT – Year 1 – Spring 2  
Textiles: puppets (5 lessons – making to be carried over 2 lessons) 

 Previous Learning / 
sticky knowledge 

 

EYFS:  
Physical development 
Develop small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 
 
Expressive arts and design 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 
ELG: Creating with Materials: Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 
ELG: Creating with Materials: Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
 
This unit: 
Join fabrics together using pins, staples or glue. 
Design a puppet and use a template. 
Join their two puppets’ faces together as one. 
Decorate a puppet to match their design. 

 Curiosity questions Substantive knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge Key Vocabulary 

Wk 
1 

How can I join fabric? To know that ‘joining technique’ means connecting two pieces of material together. 
To know that there are various temporary methods of joining fabric by using staples, glue 
or pins. 
To understand that different techniques for joining materials can be used for different 
purposes. 
 

Using joining methods to 
decorate a puppet. 
 

design 
equipment 
glue 
hand puppet 
safety pin 
technique 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week:  
Last term: picture of a windmill.  How does it work? 
Last year: name the equipment: needle, thread, scissors, pins, felt 

Wk 
2 

Why is a template 
important? 

To understand that a template (or fabric pattern) is used to cut out the same shape 
multiple times. 
To know that drawing a design idea is useful to see how an idea will look. 

Using a template to create a 
design for a puppet. 
 

decorate 
design 
fabric 
inspiration 
model 
stencil 
template 



 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: agree or disagree? The best way to join fabric together is with safety pins.   
Last term: what is a structure? 
Last year: What does sew mean? 

Wk 
3 

What joining technique 
will I use? 

To know that ‘joining technique’ means connecting two pieces of material together. 
To know that there are various temporary methods of joining fabric by using staples, glue 
or pins. 
To understand that different techniques for joining materials can be used for different 
purposes. 
To understand that a template (or fabric pattern) is used to cut out the same shape 
multiple times. 

Using a template to create a 
design for a puppet. 
Cutting fabric neatly with 
scissors. 
Using joining methods to 
decorate a puppet. 
Sequencing steps for 
construction. 

equipment 
fabric 
glue 
safety pin 
technique 
 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: think of 5 things you can remember about joining fabric together from the last lessons. 
Last term: true or false – a design criteria is a list of requirements from a client. 
Last year: demo how to safely cut wool/thread.   

Wk 
4 

How can I decorate my 
puppet?  

To know that ‘joining technique’ means connecting two pieces of material together. 
To know that there are various temporary methods of joining fabric by using staples, glue 
or pins. 
To understand that different techniques for joining materials can be used for different 
purposes. 
To know that drawing a design idea is useful to see how an idea will look. 

Cutting fabric neatly with 
scissors. 
Using joining methods to 
decorate a puppet. 
Sequencing steps for 
construction. 
Reflecting on a finished product, 
explaining likes and dislikes. 

decorate 
design criteria 
equipment 
inspiration 
model 
technique 
 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: Tell your partner everything you have learnt about designing your puppets over this unit? 
Last term: picture of a slider mechanism.  What does it do? 
Last year: what does pull and push mean? 

Wk 
5 

How can I decorate my 
puppet? 

To know that ‘joining technique’ means connecting two pieces of material together. 
To know that there are various temporary methods of joining fabric by using staples, glue 
or pins. 
To understand that different techniques for joining materials can be used for different 
purposes. 
To understand that a template (or fabric pattern) is used to cut out the same shape 
multiple times. 
To know that drawing a design idea is useful to see how an idea will look. 

Using a template to create a 
design for a puppet. 
Cutting fabric neatly with 
scissors. 
Using joining methods to 
decorate a puppet. 
Sequencing steps for 
construction. 
Reflecting on a finished product, 
explaining likes and dislikes. 

decorate 
design criteria 
equipment 
inspiration 
model 
technique 
 

 Retrieval Practice Questions                                                                                                  
Last week: show a selection of items used for decorating the puppets.  Name the different things.   
Last term: why is it important to design a plan first? 
Last year:  show a picture of a sewn book mark.  How has this been made? 



 

 WOW Experience Days •   


